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L. S. De Be 
IAS PICHTING 
CHANCE 


The Library Demonstration 
Bill (see previous issues 
of Texas Libraries) has 
had favorable hearings 
before subcommittees of 
both houses of Congress. After a two- 
day hearing, a subcommittee of the 
House Sducation Cormittee renorted the 
bill to the full committee favorably 
and unanimously. 

The bill will be reintroduced next 
session, when its chances of passace 
should be excellent. (We have not 
heard of any opposition to the bill 
either in committee or out. In fact, 
the Senate committee favored incroes- 
ing the Federal grant to $50,000 a 
year for five ycars.) 

Now is the time for all friends of 
libraries to come to the aid of this 
important legislation which will give 
Texas an opportunity to initiate a 
state-wide library extension program. 
Remember that no Federal control is 
The fund 


Treasuror and will be spent by the 
Texas Stato Library in accordance with 
plans made in Texas by and for Texans. 

Let your U. S. Senators and Repre- 
sentatives know of your interest in 
this bill. 


IVITIZS IN THE 
TRANS-PLCOS 


Library activities in 
the vast Trans-Pccos 
region are accelerat~- 
ing at a gratifying’ 


ace. The lively press notices accorded 


he services of the El Paso Public Library 


der the guidance of Helen Seymour show 


’ 
; 
; 
involved in this program. 
Will be deposited with the Texas State 


@ growing appreciation of the institu- 
tion's contribution to the life of the 
community. The Lions Club of Marfa has 
recently inaururated a community library 
which has great promise for future devel- 
opment; Pecos County is establishing 

a county library; and library-minded 
indivicuals and crranizations in Pre- 
sidio, Brewster, Culberson, and Huds- 
peth Counties are studvine the possi- 
bilities of creating a regional library 
service for the area. 

The State Librarian has met with 
grouvs in Alpinc and Van Horn to discuss 
a revional library system and suggest a 
program for action. Juanima Wells, 
Librarian in Charge of the Bexar County 
Free Library, will make ea library survey 
of the Trans-Pecos area as the first 
step in the proposed program. If this 
attempt to create a regional library 
system of cooperetinz counties and li- 
brary units is successful, it should 
set a pattern for library development 
in other areas of Texas whore lecal and 
county finances are not adequate to 
support modern library service, but 
where cooperation on a regional scale 
can provide effective libraries. 


POSITIONS geveral positions in Texas 
OPEN county, public, and uni-~ 

versity libraries are now 

open. If you want to be 
listed in the State Library's active 
file for available candidates, are you 
sure that we have your correct address, 
latest experience record, and other per- 
tinent information? Accurate information 
will help us serve you better. 


















AT OTHERS Recent press notices from 

ARE DOING points over the State show 
how some libraries are 
streamlining service to 

ho public = by radio, motion pictures, 
croscope, stereoscope, and exhibits. 

At Odessa the Letor County Library is 
ponsoring two regular programs over 
mic, “The Story Hour" and “Book News." 

popular Saturday morning event at the 
ibrary for a number of years, “The 
story Hour" will now be broadcast from 

he club room by Velma Barrett, Librarian. 
Book News," a monthly feature, will con- 
sist of reviews of outstanding books by 
arious guest speakers. 

Sponsored by the young adult department 
pf the Fort Worth Public Library, two 
potion pictures, "Hello Neighbor” and 
Sprinctime," were recently shown in the 
ecture hall. 

Experiments with a microscops are. being 
brganized ‘Sy the Boys' and Girls' Depart- 
tent of the El] Paso Public Library under 

e direction of Lyndon Moses. Any ele- 
entary school student may join the group. 
16 membership of each froup is limited 
0 six. 
la Retame Library, Corpus Christi, has 
buzht "a streamlined version of grandma's 
ttereoscope, torcther with nearly 500 
olored scenes of zoos, national parks, 
actus and flowers, and places of inter- 
st in the United States, Canada, }fexico, 
entral and South America, and tlie Ha: 
aiian Islands." The threc-dimensional 
pictures are mounted on revolvine discs 
Pich fit into the back of a compact 
iew-finder. 

An exhibit featuring rebirth of activ- 
ty of the Galveston Little Theater, in- 
ttive during the war, was shown at the 
osenbere Library recently. Summarizing 
e history of the Little Theater since 
¢ original play, presented June 1, 1923, 
e exhibit included photographs of for- 
urstars who helned give this Galveston 
Istitution nation-wide reputation. 

















OTICE, COLLECE On August 8, the 
AND President signed 
RIVERSITY LIPRARIANS ! §.2065, which be- 
came Public Lew 
697. The law 
rovides temporary housing for educa- 
hional facilities, including libraries, 





in institutions carrying on a training 
program for veterans, and includes an 
aporopriation of $75,000,000. Accorde 
ing to information from the ALA. 
National Relations Office in Washington, 
"the institution wanting to set build- 
ings (temporary) or equipment under this 
bill would submit a justification of 
need, in terms of traininz of veterans, 
to the local representative of the 
Office of Nducation. If anvroved, the 
roquest would be turned over to the 
Federal “iorks Arency, which is author- 
ized to fill needs from such materials 
or equipment as can be secured from 
surplus, after clearing with the War 
Assets Administration." 

The demand for temporary structures 
will exceed the supply, so application 
forms should receive careful attention 
and should be submitted as soon as pos- 
sible. 


NEW FEDERAL AID In the closing days 
TO of the 79th Congress, 
EDUCATION BILL Senator James E. Murray 
introduced a bill pro- 
viding « teoneyear pro- 
erem of Federal aid for devcloping the 
educational systems of the United States, 
Tis aid would increase from one-half 
billion to one billion dollars within 
the 10 years and would be allotted to 
the States by an index of financial need. 
An important feature from the library 
standpoint is a provision that 3% if 
expended shall be expended solely for 
the further development of public libra- 
ry services, especially in rural areas. 
This would mean a sum beginning at 15 
million dollars annually and increasing 
to 30 million dollars annually available 
for Federal aid to libraries. The bill 
will vrobably be reintroduced early 
next session. Its present number is 
$.2499. 


CAF YOU Orders for the publications 
USE listed should be addressed 
THESE ? to the Superintendent of 
Documents, Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
Remittances should be made by postal 
money order, postal note, exnress order, 
coupons, or check. Do not send nostage 
stamps. 





















In requesting material noted in this ~ ° 
list always five catalog number anc title. 
Alaska. 1946. (Territories and Island 

““‘Possessions Division.) 25¢. 
Catalor No. 1 35.10/2:A1 28/8 
Esteblishing and Operating an Hlectrical 
“Appliance and Radio Shop. 1°46. 
TForei en aint ones tic Cosmoroe Bureau, 
Industrial Series 28.) 365¢/. 
Catalog ilo. C 18.225:28 
United States Government Manual, 1946. 
(Budget Dureau, Government Tnforma tion 
Service.) %1.00. 
Catalog No. Pr.33.110;946 
Savory Herbs, Culture and Use. 1946. 
(Agriculture Dept., Farmers' Bullctin 
1977.) 102. 
Catalog Noe A 1.931977. 
Your Community and Its Young People, 
“Their Employment and Educational 
Opvortunitics, 19%. (Children's 
Bureau, Pu Publication 316.) 10¢ 
Catalog No. L 5.20;516 





MEET THE COM ISSIONERS 
(Fourth of a series of 
five sketches) 

LOUIS WILTZ EWP 
(Newly elected Chairman) 


Mr. Louis Wiltz 
Kemp, of Houston, 
was first an- 
pointed a mcm- 
ber of the Texas 
Library and His- 
torical Commission on October 29, 1938, 

by Governor James V. Allred. He resiscned 
from the Commission in July, 1940, and 

was roappointed on October 14, 1941, by 
Governor Coke R. Stevenson. 

It was in Cameron, Texas, that Mr. Kemp 
discovered Americe on Scptombcr 4, 1881, 
the son of Dempscy and Martha (Taylor) 
Kemp. After finishing the Cameron public 
schools, he attended the University of 
Texas as an engineering student from 
1901 to 1903. 

On October 7, 1925, he was married to 
Violet Yolz. Their children are Charles 
D. and Arthur Jeff. 

In 1918 he was graduated from the 
Officers' Training Camo at the Goorgia 
School of Technoloery, Atlanta, and com- 
missioned as a second lieutenant in the 
Air Corps of the United States Arny. 

From 1931 to 1937 he served as a member 
of the Texas Historical Board, and he Was 
chairman of the Advisory Board of Texas 
Historians for the Texas Centennial Celo- 
bration from 1935 to 1939. 








ee was announced on Auguat 2 that Mr. 
Would rettre«s6on*from’his position 
ath The Texas Company, by which he had 
been employed continuously since 1908, 
to chronicle the history of the oil com- 
pany from its origin at the turn of the 
present century until 1946. 

On September 9 Mr. Kemp was elected 
Chairman of the Texas Library and His- 
torical Commission for the year 1946- 
1947. 

Various organizations have honored Mr. 
Kemp by electing him to office. Here is 
the list; Past Commander, Texas Post 
No. 468, American Legion; Past President, 
Texas State Historical Association; Vice 
President, San Jacinto Musewm of History 
Association; President, San Jacinto Chap- 
ter, Sons of the Republic of Texas; 
Historian-general, Sons of the American 
Revolution. 

Mr. Kemp is also an honorary member of 
the State Chapter of the Daughters of 
the Republic of Texas and a member of 
the Methodist Church, the Philosophical 
Society of Texas, Chi Phi, the Masonic 
Lodge, and Kiwanis International. 

Over a long period of years Mr. Kemp 
has done an amazing picce of work in 
compiling about 30,000 biographies of 
residents of Texas up to annoxation, 
the material having been obtained from 
fragmentary sources all over the State, 
such as deed and probate records and 
muster rolls. Many of them will be in- 
cluded in the “Handbook of Texas" to be 
pubdlishcd by the Toxas State Historical 
Association. 

Mr. Kemp is co-author of "The Heroes 
of San Jacinto" and "Texas Muskcteers" 
and author of "The Signers of the Texas 
Declaration of Independence." 
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ARE OUR SALARIES A report recently issued 

RuALISTIC? by the Carnegie Corpo- 

ration of New York, 
"Propress and Problems 
in Eeucation for Librarianship," by Joseph 
Le Wheeler, deals narticularly with the 
present shortage of trained personnel. 
Poor salaries ere cited as the chief deter- 
rent to the recruitment of outstanding 
young men and women to the profession. 
The criticism is applied to beginning sal- 
aries, salary everages, and provisions 
for promotion. 

"Sven if in normal times a beginning 
salary of 42,000 were assured for invest- 
ing five years in an education beyond 
high school, "Mr. Wheeler writes, "and 
assumine that there will be nuncrous and 
frequent vacancies for administrators as 
department heeds and head librarians at 
salaries of $3,000 and upward, the great 
pronortion of library salaries would 
still romain crossly inedequvate, for too 
little emphasis has been placed on the 
salarics that will be paid after five or 
ten years of cxccllent work. While many 
libraries in cities of over 190,000 havo 
graded salar: scales, few provide adequate 
inercasus in the middle levels for ciligent, 
efficient, often talented and inspired 
workers." 


— Survey 'fidmonthly, Junc, 1946 


A. be A. 
SALARIU 


ON At the Buffalo Conference 
the A. Le Ae Council adoptcd 
a Salary Policy Statemcnt, 
copies of which may be ob- 
tained from the American Library Associs- 
tion Executive Offices, 50 East Huron 
Strect, Chicago 11, Illinois. 


"The board believes that this state- 
ment can help in raising salaries for 
the library profession if library admin- 
istrators, library trustees, and library 
staff members will cooperate in imvlement- 
ing it. 

"Tn setting up $2100 as the minimum 
annuel entrance or base salary for the 
beginning positions in the professional 
survice, the board took into considema- 
tion the dutics and responsibilities of 
these vositions and tho educution re- 
quired to perform such functions satis- 
factorily. The board belicves that this 
$210C-figure is & basic salary and not 
merely a salary now required because 
living costs are abnormal. Wherover and 
whenever living costs are highcr than 
normal, this basic salarv should be fur- 
ther supplomented. The selary of $2100 
is but $1.00 per hour figured on a 40- 
hour week and a 52-week veor. This is 
& very modest amount when it is compared 
with wages in business, industry, and 
othcr professions for work of equal 
weight ond importance. 

"The board is interested not only in 
saicries for berinning positions in the 
professional service, but it is equally 
concerned that salaries vaid for «all pe- 
sitions in librarics be bascd on the 
dutics and responsibilities involved. 
Therefore it urges cach library adminis- 
tretor to appoint a committce comprising 
revresentatives of the trustecs, the 
staff, end the administration to study 
the salary situation in the local libre- 
ry, to prepsre an eguitcble salary 
schedulc, aud to work for its adoption. 
Such a selary schedule should mt only in- 
clude a minimum annuel entrance or base 








